ATV CAUSED FOREST FIRES

With the increased number of ATV’s showing up around Hemlock Valley I thought I would do a little research into the possibility of these vehicles starting fires due to the fact that they have very hot exhaust systems and many riders tend to enjoy riding through the tall grasses when they are out and about on their machines.

I personally had not heard of any fires being caused by ATV’s but was surprised at the number of incidences around North America.

One large fire in Montvale, Virginia was caused by an ATV operator who was riding in a place where these machines were not allowed; the heat of the exhaust was blamed for the ignition of the fire.
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ATV caused Wildfire in Montvale, VA

We all know the destructive power of a forest fire and all of us understand we must do everything in our power to prevent them from happening.

In 2002 it was found that the number of these ATV caused fires had tripled since the mid 1990’s.

It was also found that there were three main types of ATV caused fires, exploding winch solenoids, hot exhaust systems and sparks from the exhaust systems.

The components of the exhaust system, when measured, exceeded typical forest fuel ignition temperatures of 204-260degrees Celsius.

Fine fuel accumulating on the exhaust is the mechanism that initiates the potential for wildfire. This material is dried, heated and begins smoldering. The smoldering particle then falls to the ground and in suitable environmental conditions may ignite a fire.

During a FireSmart demonstration in Hinton, AB on June 7, 2003 cured grass was ignited on an ATV exhaust pipe after just 90 seconds.

In closing I would just like to ask all of you who enjoy the outdoors on an ATV to please use extreme caution during the dry summer/fall months and if you are traveling into the back country to carry some type of equipment with which you can extinguish a small fire if you happen to cause one while riding. A small collapsible shovel doesn’t take up too much room on your machine but could prevent a major incident.
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